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The Dual System of 
Education

Åcombines vocational training & theoretical education

Åhas existed in Germany for over a century

Åhas contributed to the country's economic success

Åstructured around specific occupations

Åaccess to a highly skilled and motivated workforce.
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Workday

3 days / Week 2 days / Week
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Prerequisites

AGE SCHOOL-LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE

LANGUAGE SKILLS HEALTH APTITUDE TEST

6

GERMAN/ DUAL 
EDUCATION SYSTEM

PREREQUISITES CONTENTS OFTRAINING MACHINEOPERATOR INDUSTRIALCLERK NURSERY GALA



Content of the training/work

practical and theoretical 
aspects

exams totest the 
apprentice's knowledge 

and skills

significantamount of 
time in company

certificatedocuments
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Jobs

Åmachineand plant operator

Åindustrial clerk

Ånursery school teacher

Ågardener

Åetc.
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Machine - and plant Operator

First year Second 
year

entry salary Avg salary

Salaryapprox. ϵ950 ϵ1000 ϵ1700 -ϵ2100 ϵ2800
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Å2 years' training (Dual System of Education)

ÅOperating and maintaining machinery in a variety of industries

ÅChanging the machines' parameters to adjust the quality of the 
product

ÅMonitoring production (of their said machine)
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ÅStrong understanding of machines and equipment

ÅBasic mathematics

ÅProblem solving skills

ÅCommunication skills

ÅHigh school diploma or GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary 
Education)

Machine - and plant Operator



Further education:
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-Production engineering
-Metal processing

-Plastics processing
-Paper production
-Maintenance and 

servicing

Master-training

-Production Engineering
-Mechanical Engineering

-Plant Operations 
Engineering

Bachelor of 
Science:

Machine - and plant operator



Industrial Clerk

Unique Lessons:

ÅBusiness processes

ÅCost-/accounting

ÅEconomic and social processes

ÅBusiness informatics

First Year Second Year Third Year Requirement:

Salary ϵ860-950 ϵ930-1020 ϵ1010-1110 Employmentcontract
for traineeswith a company
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Industrial Clerk

Final exam:

Å3/4 written, 1/4 presentation + 
theoretical discussion

ÅBusiness processes (40%)

ÅAccounting (20%)

ÅEconomic and social processes 
(10%)

ÅPresentation centered around 
specific assignment (30%)

Based on 2011's final exam Information

Second year:
Å Rhetoric course
Å Trip to England
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Industrial Clerk
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full-time
part-time

State-certified
business manager 

Marketing
bureaucracy
organization

(3-4 yrs)

Further Specialist 
Training

Accountant study economics

Further educations:



Nursery school teacher

Prerequisites
Åsecondary school leaving 

certificate

Åauthorization to take the 
A-levels

Content of the Training
Å two-year program with 

vocationaleducation
ÅFull-time education + 2x three-

week internships

General info about the training
ÅPreparesstudents for health, 

education, and social work
ÅState exam with written and 

oral parts
Å Salary: -

Possibilities after 
graduation

ÅGraduatescan pursue 
vocational training

ÅProvidespart of advanced 
college certificate
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Possible 
professions

Health 
sector

Nurse, paramedic, 
healthcare 

administrator, etc.

Social Sector

Family therapist,
counselor, 

caseworker, etc.

Education 
Sector

Nursery school teacher, 
educational

consultant, etc.
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Gardening and landscaping

Further education:

Requirements for this course:
Å GCSE

full-time / part 
time / online

Master-training
Nature and 
landscape 
conservationists

tree care, 
sport fields

Specialist for:

Study

Dual-system:
Å 2 days a week school
Å 3 days at work
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